PROMPTS:

These prompts are just to help you start thinking creatively, you can change these to suit your own story or come up with something completely original!

John Gavin had a lot of experiences in his short life. He grew up in England before being arrested as a pickpocket, he lived on the Isle of Wight in a prison for boys before coming to the Swan River Colony in 1843 to be apprenticed to work on a farm. Not long after, the son of his boss was killed, and John Gavin was arrested for the crime. What do you think he would dream of? Would he have any happy memories to see in his sleep? How do you think he would feel when he woke up again to find himself locked in a cell at the Fremantle Round House?

A ghost haunts the Swan River Colony. No one can see them. No one can hear them. The ghost watches John Gavin and knows a great tragedy is occurring. The ghost finds there is only one way to communicate: dreams. What do they tell people in their sleep?

Your character sees John Gavin arrive in the Swan River Colony, and something in their gut tells them that they shouldn’t trust him. They begin to have nightmares of John Gavin hurting someone, but they don’t know who is being hurt or when. What would your character do? Would they tell anyone, or just write about it in their diary? Do they know that they can’t stop it from happening?  

Imagine a creature that can change your dreams, making them good or bad, happy or painful. How would such an entity change someone’s life? How might they influence John Gavin or the people around him before or after the crime was committed? Is this creature a monster that causes harm or just a mischievous trickster that cannot be blamed for someone else’s actions?

The Swan River Colony could probably be a very lonely place for all of those people who left the rest of their family behind in Britain. When John Gavin’s trial happened, what might the rest of the colonists write in their letters to their loved ones? Would they admit that their happy dreams of a new life were being interrupted by a real-life nightmare?
