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Fremantle Round House
John Gavin Writing Competition 2024 
Terms & Conditions

180 years ago, on the 6th of April 1844, a teenage boy was hanged near the Fremantle Round House after being convicted of murdering the son of his employer and was buried without ceremony in the sandhills nearby. This year, to coincide with the anniversary of his execution, the Fremantle Volunteer Heritage Guides Association is continuing the annual writing competition with opportunities for outstanding entries to perform their work onsite. The story of our harsh and sometimes brutal past is exemplified by the crime and punishment of young John Gavin.

The categories in the competition are listed below:

1. John Gavin Writing Competition (Open)			750 word limit

2. John Gavin Writing Competition (WA Students Only)	500 word limit

Competition Commences 12 February 2024 and Closes 12 May 2024

Entry Fees: 	$10 per entry (plus Humanitix Fee) for Open category
$7.50 per entry (plus Humanitix Fee) for the WA Students Only Competition 
Theme:	Lost Worlds
Prizes:		
1.  John Gavin Writing Competition (Open):			1st Prize: $350   2nd Prize: $200
2.  John Gavin Writing Competition
      (WA Students):						1st Prize: $150   2nd Prize: $100


1. Work must be your own work, and previously unpublished.

2. Competitors retain copyright in their entries, however, by entering the competition, agree that the Fremantle Volunteer Heritage Guides Association Inc is granted the non-exclusive and non-commercial right to publish the works of the 1st and 2nd prize winners and those honourably mentioned for the purpose of promoting the Fremantle Round House and specifically the John Gavin Writing Competition. 

3. The Fremantle Volunteer Heritage Guides Association Inc will always credit the author of the work when reproducing the work and will not make any changes to the work without first seeking the prior consent of the author.

4. Entries submitted to the competition will not be returned.

5. The judges’ decision is final, and no correspondence will be entered into.

6. Each entry must be accompanied by an entry form, appropriately marked with the name of the category of the John Gavin Writing Competition they are entering and the number.  (There are two categories in the John Gavin Writing Competition and each is numbered).

7. Entries should arrive via email competitions@fremantleroundhouse.com.au on or before 12 May 2024. Under special circumstances, hand delivered entries may be accepted at the Gunner’s Cottage, 14 Mrs Trivett Place, Fremantle.

8. The winners will be contacted directly, and results of the competition will be published on the FVHGA website, and on our social media.

9. Members of the Fremantle Volunteer Heritage Guides Association Inc Committee are ineligible to win prize money but can submit entries which will be judged on merit. Any Committee member who enters the competition must use a pseudonym and do so under anonymity.

10. It is the entrant’s responsibility to ensure their entries comply with all the terms and conditions of entry. If any entry is excluded due to non-compliance with these terms and conditions, the entrant will not be notified nor will the entry fee be refunded.

Enquiries can be sent to competitions@fremantleroundhouse.com.au alternatively you may contact the competition organisers, Keith Melrose on 0499 770 128 or Elizabeth Dracopoulos on 0438 544 480.

By entering this competition you are agreeing to the terms and conditions of entry.
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